


 
Mind the Swale  

 
The swale and Right-of-Way are important on all construc�on sites and must be maintained 
through the life of the project. Failure to do so, could result in a Stop Work Order (SWO) being 
placed on the project. The SWO being placed will prohibit work on the home from being 
conducted un�l correc�ons are made. Ignoring the SWO and con�nuance of work will result in 
a $250 fee, which will increase to $500 for each occurrence a�er the first. 

The requirements of the swale and Right-of-Way are as follows: 

• Free of obstruc�ons, i.e. porta potys, dumpsters, trusses, and debris. 
• If dirt has been placed, a temporary culvert must be installed, one 12” pipe, or two 6” pipes. 
• Culvert must not be blocked by sediment or debris, so that water may flow freely. 

Below are examples of viola�ons that will result in a SWO being placed. 

 

Figure 1- Swale is being blocked from a pile of dirt and porta 

 potty, also is missing temporary culvert pipe. 

 

 

Figure 2 - Swale is being blocked by dumpster and missing temporary 
culvert pipe. 
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 Figure 3 - No 
temporary culvert installed, porta potty and dumpster in the swale. 

The builder is ul�mately responsible for the maintenance of the swale during construc�on un�l 
a Cer�ficate of Occupancy has been issued. Keeping the swale maintained will allow the project 
to keep moving forward, will assist in being a good neighbor to exis�ng homeowners near the 
site, and will allow water to move to drainage areas during periods of heavy rain. 

Tips that can help: 

 

• Discuss with delivery services not to place items in the swale and Right-of-Way. 
• Discuss with subcontractors to not place items in the swale and Right-of-Way. As well, 

to be mindful of vehicles and equipment going through the swale during construc�on. 

Addi�onally, please ensure that silt fence is installed around the property for erosion control 
purposes. Any damaged or missing sec�ons should be corrected immediately, otherwise a SWO 
may be placed for this as well. 

 

The City of Palm Bay and the residents would like to thank you for your 
coopera�on in this. Any ques�ons concerning this informa�on, please contact the 
Building Department office 321-953-8924. 
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